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decades. Lucky for me, that is how 
Roger and I ended up on the same trip 
to Israel in March of 2002. We visited 
Israel during the Second Intifada, a 
time of serious violence and unrest. 
Little did I know at the time I 
wouldn’t just look to Roger for insight 
during our trip; he would become a 
trusted friend and source of advice over 
the next two decades. 

Make no mistake, I wasn’t the only 
one who learned from Roger. As a 
member of AIPAC’s National Board, he 
would make almost monthly trips to 
Washington, DC—often with a group of 
Texans—to advocate for a strong fu-
ture and a strong U.S.-Israel relation-
ship. 

Teddy Roosevelt once said, ‘‘Nobody 
cares how much you know until they 
know how much you care.’’ It only 
took a few words to realize how much 
Roger knew because you also saw how 
much he cared. He cared deeply about 
Israel, its people, and its success, and 
became a respected voice on the impor-
tance of a strong U.S.-Israel relation-
ship. He didn’t care if you were a Dem-
ocrat or a Republican—if you were 
willing to listen, he was happy to talk. 
But meetings with Roger weren’t lim-
ited to conversations about the Middle 
East or ongoing political tensions; in 
typical fashion, he peppered every con-
versation with a lot of fun too. 

It wasn’t uncommon for Roger to 
walk into a meeting with a Senator or 

a Congressman and show them pictures 
of his beloved dog, Ginger. It was even 
less surprising for that person to ask 
Roger the next time that they saw 
him, ‘‘So, Roger, how is Ginger doing?’’ 
He was a big animal lover, and along 
with dogs, his other great love, inter-
estingly enough, was horses. He loved 
the animals themselves, as well as the 
atmosphere and energy at horse tracks. 
He was such a great handicapper that 
Rice University sent a statistics class 
with him to a horse track just so they 
could see how he did it. 

Last year, just days after being diag-
nosed with a rare form of leukemia, 
Roger was able to witness the moment 
every horse enthusiast dreams about. A 
horse he co-owned named Tiz the Law 
qualified for the Kentucky Derby. That 
horse would go on to win the Belmont 
Stakes and place second in the Run for 
the Roses—one of Roger’s proudest ac-
complishments. 

Yes, Roger was a man of many tal-
ents: a left-handed pitcher, an expert 
handicapper, an amateur comedian, a 
skilled storyteller, and an effective ad-
vocate. Above all, though, Roger’s 
greatest skill was his ability to live 
fully and authentically. He valued his 
relationships above all else, and he 
could turn a complete stranger into a 
friend with just a few words. I believe 
our friendship was proof of that. 

Sadly, I, along with my wife Sandy, 
send condolences to Roger’s beloved 

family, including his wife Linden; his 
children, Nicole, Scott, Jennifer, and 
Rebecca; as well as his grandchildren, 
Elizabeth, Sam, and Beau. 

Roger lived an extraordinary life, and 
he leaves behind an unforgettable leg-
acy. I am grateful to have known this 
man. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY, 
MARCH 22, 2021 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
adjourned until 3 p.m. on Monday, 
March 22, 2021. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 3:35 p.m., 
adjourned until Monday, March 22, 
2021. 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate March 18, 2021: 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

WILLIAM JOSEPH BURNS, OF MARYLAND, TO BE DIREC-
TOR OF THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

BRIAN P. MCKEON, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO 
BE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF STATE FOR MANAGEMENT 
AND RESOURCES. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

XAVIER BECERRA, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE SECRETARY 
OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES. 
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